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Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a methine compound having high reflectivity, solubility and 
storage stabihty by reacting a specified tribasic aldehyde derivative with a 1,1-diphenylethene 
derivative. 

SOLUTION: A tribasic aldehyde derivative represented by formula I is condensed with a 1,1- 
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diphenylethene derivative represented by formula II at 0-80 deg.C in an acidic medium comprising 
acetic acid and/or acetic anhydride to obtain a methine compound represented by formula III (wherein R 
(sub 1) is an (un)substituted alkyl; R(sub 2) is a halogen, a lower alkyl, an alkyloxy or phenyl, provided 
that the adjoining groups may be combined to each other to form an aromatic ring; n is 0-2; R(sub 3) to 
R(sub 6) are each an (un)substituted alkyl, an (un) substituted alkenyl or an (un)substituted aryl; Y is O, 
NR(sub 7)-, S, selenium, -C(CH(sub 3))(sub 2)- or -CH=CHs R(sub 7) is an (un)substituted alkyl; and 
X is an anion, provided it is null when R(sub 1) is a sulfoalkyl). 
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